February 23, 2010

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, this week Arizonans are cele-
brating our latest success in the fight
to preserve our second amendment
rights.

Yesterday, a new law took effect al-
lowing law-abiding citizens to bring
guns into national parks and wildlife
refuges. I was proud to join members
from both parties to pass this law
which ensures we can now move freely
throughout State and Federal land
with our firearms.

Greater Arizona is home to the most
beautiful sites in the country, includ-
ing thousands of miles of parkland. Na-
tional parks are not just places we
visit on vacation. We live and work in
and around them. It was unacceptable
to leave our rights behind each time we
left home.

Now folks can become confident that
their freedoms are protected wherever
they travel in Arizona. I look forward
to working with my colleagues to con-
tinue fighting to protect our constitu-
tional right to bear and keep arms with
measures like this.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday the President unveiled
his $1 trillion health care bill which is
nearly the same as the two previous
bills which have already been rejected
by the American people. The American
people have rejected those bills because
they raise taxes, kill jobs, and increase
costs to fund a government takeover of
health care virtually.

The new taxes and regulations on
small businesses alone will kill jobs at
a time when nearly 1 in 10 Americans
are already out of work. The plan un-
veiled yesterday still lacks fiscal re-
sponsibility and still levels mandates
on individuals and employers and still
puts Federal bureaucrats in control of
private citizens’ personal health care
decisions. However, it does nothing to
bring about true reform such as ending
junk lawsuits or allowing individuals
to purchase affordable health insurance
across State lines.

This new plan is simply more of the
same as what we have seen before—a
series of half-measures moving in a
proven wrong direction.

———
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AMERICAN RECOVERY AND
REINVESTMENT ACT

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, in January
of 2009, the United States economy had
lost more than 750,000 jobs in just 1
month. A year later, in January 2010,
the United States economy gained a
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few thousand jobs. This remarkable
shift in the economy’s performance is
mainly due to the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act passed by this
Congress and signed by our President.

In one year, the Recovery Act has
provided $120 billion in tax cuts for 95
percent of working families as well as
businesses across this country; loaned
nearly $20 billion to small businesses to
expand and create jobs; funded more
than 12,500 transportation projects Na-
tionwide and kept teachers, police offi-
cers, and firefighters working on the
job.

Now we are seeing growth in our
economy. On February 20, 2009, the
Dow Jones was trading at 7,365. Yester-
day, the market closed at 10,383.

The Recovery Act has worked and
will continue to work throughout the
course of this year. After all, it was de-
signed to be a 2-year program.

————
WHERE ARE THE JOBS?

(Mr. BONNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the President and his adminis-
tration were out in force bragging to
anyone who would listen about how
successful last year’s trillion dollar
stimulus bill has been. Vice President
BIDEN left no doubt in anyone’s mind
when he said, ‘I am absolutely certain
of one thing. The Recovery Act is
working.”” Well, forgive me, Mr. Vice
President, if I and millions of other
Americans are a bit skeptical.

The American people continue to
ask: Where are the jobs that this tril-
lion dollar budget buster promised?”’
Let me tell you, I would have a hard
time going to my district in Monroe
County, which has gone from 6 percent
unemployment when the Democrats
took control of the Congress in Janu-
ary 2007 to, last month, over 20 percent
unemployment. Sadly, this is a story
that is being repeated all across Amer-
ica.

So while the President and his Demo-
cratic colleagues in Congress are try-
ing to remember the words to ‘‘Happy
Days Are Here Again,”” the American
people are left wondering, where are
the jobs, and does anyone in Wash-
ington care about us?

TOMMY DOUGLAS FROM
WEYBURN, SASKATCHEWAN

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, like
everyone last night, I was watching the
Olympics and I was wondering who was
the most famous person in Canada.
Fame is a rather fleeting thing; 60 sec-
onds down a hill or on an ice rink.

The most famous person in Canada,
by a vote on the CBC, was a politician,
a Baptist minister, from Weyburn, Sas-
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katchewan. His name is Tommy Doug-
las. Tommy Douglas, in 1947, brought
universal health care to Saskatchewan.
Nobody remembers the people who
said that they would never have health
insurance in Canada. Nobody remem-
bers all the people that fought him. He
was elected five times premier of Sas-
katchewan because the people remem-
bered who brought them health care.
Maybe that is why former Speaker
Gingrich said, “We can’t let Mrs. Clin-
ton succeed or the Democrats will be in
forever.” Well, that is what we are see-
ing again, folks. Maybe the Repub-
licans are afraid that they will never
get back in.
Nobody remembers who didn’t say
yes.”
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——————

BIG GOVERNMENT DOES NOT
WORK

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week marked the first
year of the trillion dollar spending bill
claimed to produce jobs, but The Island
Packet at Hilton Head Island reports
the fact that more than 4 million jobs
have been lost.

With 7.5 million jobs lost since
Speaker PELOSI took over, I toured the
district I represent on a ‘“‘Joe Means
Jobs” tour, where I found people want
change from Big Government failed
policies. They supported the concepts
of the proven tax cuts of John F. Ken-
nedy and Ronald Reagan as presented
today in H.R. 470 to create jobs.

Sadly, the administration obsessively
pushes a health care takeover, which
the National Federation of Independent
Business confirms will kill 1.6 million
jobs.

Both parties should be working to-
gether to promote small business, the
backbone of America, to create jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Welcome Marc Conner Westbrook,
the newborn son of Thad and Christy
Westbrook, born February 19 at Lex-
ington Medical Center of West Colum-
bia, South Carolina.

My sympathy to the family of Wayne
Dell of Ridgeland, the father of Chief of
Staff Eric Dell of the Second District.

————
TODA AMERICA MANUFACTURING

(Mr. SCHAUER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHAUER. I rise to tell the story
of an American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act project that is set to create
new high-tech manufacturing jobs in
my hometown of Battle Creek.

Last week, Toda America finalized a
$35 million grant through the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Electric Drive Bat-
tery and Component Manufacturing
Initiative. Without the Recovery Act,
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